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Going to the movies; just something to
do? No, not anymore.
Due to the rising price of movies and the
recent installation of cable to most areas
zoned for Clearwater High, students visited
the theaters less frequently, and were more
careful in choosing which movie to see.
Brent Peters explains, "Since the installa-
tion of cable, I don't spend my money on
the movies unless it is something I would
really like to see." Going to the movies was
no longer a mere excuse to go out.
Despite the drop in the frequency of at-
tendance, movies still brought in their
share of dollars. Some of this years top box
office smashes were E.T., An Officer and a
Gentleman, and Rocky HI. Although cer-
tain movies were able to sell out any time of
the day, the most tickets were sold on week-
end nights, and the numbers of people rose
as the night went on.
For those who considered the $3.50 to
$4.50 movie ticket just too much, the the-
aters offered many inflation fighting spe-
cials. Students could attend AMC theaters
for $3.00 by flashing their student discount
card, or simply by attending shows before
6:00 or at midnight. For those really looking
to save money, the drive-ins showed two to
four movies a night for $1.50. The Carib
also showed top rate films for 99<t until it
went out of business in the early part of the
year.
New to the AMC theaters this year were
the midnight flicks. Anna Bergston, man-
ager at Clearwater 4 theaters commented,
"Although midnight movies rarely sell out,
they are really excellent for bringing in the
high school age crowd." This is due not only
to the time of the shows, but to the type of
movies played. This included classic rock
films, comedies, and horrors. Of Course
Sunshine Mall continued to play the ever-
classic horror, comedy, musical The Rocky
Horror Picture Show. Rocky Horror was
presented every weekend for the fourth
year straight. This was the classic chance to
really get into the show by dancing and
singing along. This loose atmosphere was
what had kept it alive over the years.
Despite the coming of cable and the high
prices of movies students continued to at-
tend movies. It wasn't just considered a reg-
ular thing to do. ?
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